
MAPPING HIGHER 
EDUCATION 
ENGAGEMENT BETWEEN 
AUSTRALIA AND INDIA:  
A COMPENDIUM

Mapping Higher Education Engagement 

between Australia and India is a guide and 

reference for universities and governments of 

both countries for expanding or diversifying 

existing relationships with their counterparts. 

STRATEGIC CONTEXT

•	 Education continues to be the flagship sector driving 

bilateral engagement between Australia and India. 

•	 Education engagement is a mainstay of the 

Comprehensive Strategic Partnership between the 

governments with a joint commitment to enhancing 

science, technology and collaborative research.

•	 Australian universities and Indian higher education 

institutions engage in institutional partnerships 

centred on faculty-level agreements, bilateral research 

collaboration initiatives, and student mobility. 

2006:	� Australia India Strategic Research Fund launched

2010:	 Australia India Education Council established

2017:	� All India Council for Technical Education 

(AICTE) approves collaborations between 

Indian and foreign universities for technical 

education, research, and training

2018:	� The India Economic Strategy to 2035 launched 

2020:	� Comprehensive Strategic Partnership formalised 

2021:	� Australian Strategy for International Education 

2021-2030 launched

2022:	� India’s University Grants Commission permits 

foreign universities to deliver twinning, joint, 

and dual degrees with Indian higher education 

institutions 

2023:	� Mechanism for the Mutual Recognition of 

Qualifications between Australia and India signed

2023:	� Australia-India Migration and Mobility 

Partnership Agreement signed 

2023:	� Renewed MoU between Universities Australia 

and Association of Indian Universities 

2023:	 Centre for Australia-India Relations established’

KEY MOMENTS IN THE BILATERAL  
EDUCATION RELATIONSHIP

“Australia and India enjoy a strong and 
mutually beneficial relationship and I 
look forward to further strengthening 
that relationship through education.

“We will continue to seek opportunities 
for collaboration between Australian and 
Indian universities to drive innovation, 
address shared challenges, and progress 
our knowledge partnership.”

The Hon Jason Clare MP,  

Minister for Education



KEY FEATURES OF  
BILATERAL ENGAGEMENT*
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PARTNERSHIP TRENDS

Partnerships between Australian 
universities and Indian higher 
education institutions (HEIs) 
increased fivefold between 2007 
and 2021.

As of 2021, Australian 
universities had 432 active 
formal partnership agreements 
with Indian HEIs.

Universities located in Australian 
regional centres accounted for 
8.5% of the total partnerships, 
with the University of Newcastle 
(14) and James Cook University 
(7) leading the way.
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COLABORATIONS TYPES OF ENGAGEMENT

The prime area of higher 
education engagement 
is academic and research 
collaboration (360 agreements), 
followed by student mobility 
and staff exchange.
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KEY AUSTRALIAN  
UNIVERSITY PLAYERS

Deakin University and Western 
Sydney University have the 
highest number of partnerships 
(56 and 46 respectively) with 
higher education institutions in 
India’s Mega Metropolitan Areas 
and regional cities. 

* Drawn from Universities Australia survey data from 2007 to 2021
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AUSTRALIAN UNIVERSITY  
FOOTPRINTS IN INDIA

Most Australian university partnerships are 
with Indian higher education institutions 
located in Mega Metropolitan Areas. A 
significant number of partnerships are with 
institutions in regional cities in southern and 
northern India. The map indicates the main 
clusters of partnerships by Indian regions and 
urban centres. 

PARTNERSHIPS BY 
AUSTRALIAN UNIVERSITY 
COHORTS

The Australian Technology 
Network (ATN) and Innovative 
Research Universities (IRU) 
cohorts together constitute 
63.6% of the partnerships. 
The Group of Eight (GO8) 
universities comprise 21.8% of 
the engagements*.

KEY INDIAN HIGHER 
EDUCATION INSTITUTION 
PLAYERS

Australian universities have 
multiple partnerships with top-
ranked Indian higher education 
institutions, including four Indian 
Institutes of Technology (IITs) 
–IIT Madras, IIT Kharagpur, IIT 
Bombay and IIT Delhi.

O.P. Jindal Global University (27) 
and Manipal Academy of Higher 
Education (19) have the highest 
number of partnerships with 
Australian universities.

*The proportion of Go8 partnerships is underestimated because the University of New South Wales (UNSW) partnerships with Indian HEIs is excluded from the UA dataset.



OPPORTUNITIES 
IN INDIA

AUSTRALIA’S CONTRIBUTIONS TO 
INDIAN HIGHER EDUCATION 

R&D INFRASTRUCTURE AND 
EXPERTISE IN KEY SECTORS

SUPPORT INDIA IN ACHIEVING ITS NEP  
TARGET OF DOUBLING HIGHER EDUCATION 
ENROLMENTS BY 2035

HIGH QUALITY RESEARCH AND 
TECHNOLOGY INSTITUTES 

LEVERAGE THE INTERNATIONALISATION 
EXPERTISE OF AUSTRALIAN UNIVERSITIES TO 
ASSIST IN EXPANDING CAPACITY OF INDIAN 
HIGHER EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS

AN AMBITIOUS VISION FOR 
INTERNATIONALISATION 
PRESENTED BY THE NATIONAL 
EDUCATION POLICY (NEP)

FACILITATE INNOVATIVE MULTI-STAKEHOLDER 
PARTNERSHIPS THROUGH COLLABORATIVE 
RESEARCH, JOINTLY DELIVERED DEGREES, AND 
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS TO 
RESPOND TO INDIA’S SKILLS NEEDS

LOOKING TO THE FUTURE

MAXIMISE OPPORTUNITIES THROUGH 
COMPATIBLE REGULATORY ENVIRONMENTS 

Implement pro-engagement policies and 
frameworks that are integral to expanding and 
deepening higher education partnerships.  

BOOST FUNDING AND CAPACITY FOR 
PRODUCTIVE COLLABORATION

Achieve high-quality engagement through 
continuous investment and sharing of best 
practices in collaborative activities. 

EXPAND INTERDISCIPLINARY  
RESEARCH COLLABORATION IN 
EMERGING FIELDS OF COMPETITIVE 
ADVANTAGE FOR BOTH NATIONS 

Broaden the scope and networks of 
collaboration beyond current focus on 
STEM disciplines.

PROMOTE INDIA LITERACY IN AUSTRALIA

Invest in promoting socio-cultural, 
environmental, and language studies 
through Australian undergraduate 
qualifications and postgraduate researcher 
mobility programs.

Supported by


